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Frankly you were subjected to psychic forces that were enough to drive a normal man quite
mad. The rest of the crew—it is only fair to tell you—is insane. The nature of this
expedition necessitates our manning the ship that way,

—T'heodore Sturgeon, “Medusa”, 1942, 1955

The group I called together represented the best the Galactic Empire could offer of its
philosophers, its psychologists, its historians, and its physical scientists. ‘And in the twenty
years since, we have considered the greatest problem ever to confront any group of fifty
men——perhaps the greatest ever to confront any number of men.

—Isaac Asimov, “Foundation”, 1942, 195]

He went on to describe the techniques, and in the back of the room Gregory Kent took his
first notes on the science of Nexialism. :

And, carrying its little bit of human civilization, the expeditionary ship Space Beagle sped
at an ever increasing velocity through a night that had no end.

And no beginning.

—ALE. van Vogt, The Voyage of the Space Beagle, 1939, 1950




