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L Thursday Evenings, 8:00 to 10:00

ROGER WEIR

The Majjhima-Nikaya
The Middle Length Sayings of the Buddha

Roger Weir is a poet, educator, and director of the Whirling Rainbow Institute.
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SYNOPSIS OF FUNDAMENTALS:
The First Fifty Discourses, First Division, First Discourse

GREATER DISCOURSE ON THE LION’S ROAR:
The First Fifty Discourses, Second Division, Second Discourse

DISCOURSE ON THE ANTHILL:
The First Fifty Discourses, Third Division, Third Discourse

DISCOURSE ON INQUIRING:
The First Fifty Discourses, Fifth Division, Seventh Discourse

DISCOURSE ON THE CANINE ASCETIC:
The Middle Fifty Discourses, First Diyision, Seventh Discourse

DISCOURSE TO VACCHAGOTTA ON THE THREEFOLD
KNOWLEDGE: The Middle Fifty Discourses, Third Division,
First Discourse

DISCOURSE TO PRINCE BODHI:
The Middle Fifty Discourses, Fourth Division, Fifth Discourse

GREATER DISCOURSE AT FULL MOON TIME:
The Final Fifty Discourses, First Division, Ninth Discourse

DISCOURSE ON MINDFULNESS OF BODY:

The F}_zal Fifty Discourses, Second Division, Ninth Discourse
GREAT ER DISCOURSE ON EMPTINESS:

The Final Fifty Discourses, Third Division, Second Discourse

LESSER DISCOURSE ON EMPTINESS:
The Final Fifty Discourses, Third Division, First Discourse

DISCOURSE ON EXHORTATION TO ANATHAPINDIKA:
The Final Fifwy Discourses, Fifth Division, First Discourse

DISCOURSE ON THE APPLICATIONS OF MINDFULNESS:
The Final Fifty Discourses, First Division, Tenth Discourse

Donation: $5.00 Per Lecture
$50.00 In Advance for the Series of Thirteen Lectures

Audio cassettes may. be ordered

after each of these lectures by calling the Society at (213) 663-2167




Philosophical Research Society Thursday Evenings at 8:00

Summer 1990

The Majjhima-Nikéaya

(The Middle Length Sayings)
of the '

Buddha

A Lecture Series by

Roger Weir

July 5| Synopsis of Fundamentals (Mulapariyayavagga)

The First Fifty Discourses e First Division e First Discourse

12| Greater Discourse on the Lion’s Roar (Culasthanddasutta)
The First Fifty Discourses * Second Division ¢ Second Discourse

19 | Discourse on the Anthill (Vammikasutta)
The First Fifty Discourses ¢ Third Division e Third Discourse

26 | Discourse on Inquiring (Vimamsakasutta)
The First Fifty Discourses e Fifth Division * Seventh Discourse

Aug. 2| Discourse on the Canine Ascetic (Kukkuravatirasutta)
The Middle Fifty Discourses ¢ First Division * Seventh Discourse

9 | Discourse to Vacchagotta on the Threefold Knowledge
(Tevijja-Vacchagotiasutta)
The Middle Fifty Discourses ¢ Third Division * First Discourse

16 | Discourse to Prince Bodhi (Bodhirdjakumdrasutta)
The Middle Fifty Discourses e Fourth Division * Fifth Discourse

23 | Greater Discourse at Full Moon Time (Mahapunnamasutta)
The Final Fifty Discourses e First Division * Ninth Discourse

30 | Discourse on Mindfulness of Body (Kdyagatasatisutta)
The Final Fifty Discourses ¢ Second Division * Ninth Discourse

Sept. 6| Greater Discourse on Emptiness (Mahdsunnatasutta)
The Final Fifty Discourses * Third Division ¢ Second Discourse

13 | Lesser Discourse on Emptiness (Culasufifiatasutta)
The Final Fifty Discourses * Third Division ¢ First Discourse

20 | Discourse on an Exhortation to Anithapindika
(Andthapindikovdnasutta)
The Final Fifty Discourses * Fifth Division ® First Discourse

27 | Discourse on the Applications of Mindfulness (Satipatthadasutta)
The First Fifty Discourses * First Division e Tenth Discourse

3910 Los Feliz Boulevard, Los Angeles, CA 90027 213-669



The Majjhima-Nikéya

(The Middle Length Sayings)
of the

Buddha
A Lecture Series by

- _ﬂ_(oger Weir

July 5| Synopsis of Fundamentals (Mulapariydyavagga)

The First Fifty Discourses e First Division * First Discourse

Fig, 132, Standing image of the Buddha. Formerly in Guides’ Mess,
Mardan. Ht. of head, 108 in. 4.G.-B.G. vol. 1, p. 291, fig. 445.
Foucher, Beginnings of Buddhist Art, p. 119 and pl. x1, 2.

Summer Quarter Activity 1990

THE PHILOSOPHICAL RESEARCH SOCIETY
3910 Los Feliz Boulevard, Los Angeles, CA 90027 * (213) 663-2167
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I. 391-392 On the Canine Ascetic 59
Mish -

disclose what was covered, or show the way to one who had gone
astray, or bring an oil-lamp into the darkness so that those with
vision might see material shapes—even so in many a figure has
dhamma been made clear by the Lord. Thus I, revered sir, am going
to the Lord for refuge and to dkamma and to the Order of monks.
Revered sir, may I receive the going forth in the Lord’s presence,
may I receive ordination ?”

“ Seniya, if a former member of another sect wishes for the going
forth in this dhamma and discipline, wishes for ordination, he under-
takes probation for four monthst; at the end of the four months the
monks, if they so decide, may let him go forth, may ordain him into
the status of a monk; but even here differences among individuals
are known to me.”?

“If, revered sir, former members of other sects, wishing for the
going forth in this dhamma and discipline, wishing for ordination,
undertake probation for four months, and if at the end of the four
months the monks, if they so decide, let them go forth, ordain them
into the status of a monlk, then will T undertalke probation for four
years®; at the end of the four years the monks, if they so decide, may
let me go forth, may ordain me into the status of a monk.” But
Seniya, the unclothed canine ascetic, received the going forth in the
Lord’s presence, he received ordination.

Soon after he was ordained the venerable Seniya, dwelling alone,
aloof, [392] diligent, ardent, self-resolute, in no long time having
realised here-now by his own super-knowledge that matchless
culmination of the Brahma-faring for the sake of which young men
of family rightly go forth from home into homelessness, entering on
1, abided init. And he knew: Destroyed is birth, brought to a close
the Brahma-faring, done is what was to be done, there is no more of
being such or so. So was the venerable Seniya one of the perfected
ones.

Discourse on the Canine Ascetic:
The Seventh

! Laid down at Fin. i. 69. Sce also M. i. 494, 512; D. i. 176; S. ii. 21;
Sn. p. 101-102.

* One meriting probation but not another, M A, iii. 106; Vind. v. 990. For
as Snd. ii. 436 (citing Vin. i. 71) points out, the fire-worshipping matted hair
ascetics are exempt from the four months’ probation.

? The same willingness to undertake probation for four years, instead of
the four prescribed months, is manifested e.g. by Vacchagotta at M. i. 494,
and Magandiya at 2. i. 612.

¢ MA. iii. 106 says that the Lord thought that Seniya, on account of his
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The Majjhima-Nikéya

(The Middle Length Sayings)
of the

Buddha

A Lecture Series by

Roger Weir

16 | Discourse to Prince Bodhi (Bodhirdjakumdrasutta)
The Middle Fifty Discourses ¢ Fourth Division e Fifth Discourse

Fig. 132. Standing image of the Buddha. Formerly in Guides’ Mess,
I\‘lardén. Ht. of head, 108 in. AG-B.G.ovol 1, p. 291, fig. 445.
Foucher, Beginnings of Buddhist Art, p. 119 and pl. x1, 2.
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Then I, monks, after a time,! being young, my hair coal-black,
¢ possessed of radiant? youth, in the prime of my life—although
my unwilling parents wept and waile-d-having cut off my hair and
beard, having put on vellow robes, went forth from home into home-
lessness. 1, being gone forth thus, a quester for whatever is good, ,
searching for the incom arable, matchless path to eace, approached 4
Aldra the Kilama; ha‘l;ing approached, Ipspoke Ehus to E_{éra the € SIRVINE

Kalima: ‘I, reverend Kala ; t to fare the Brahma-fari
alima feverend Kalama, want to fare the Brahma aring - MH‘))HIMA‘/V/’TA'y/? #Qé

in this dhamma and discipline.” This said, monks, Alira the Kilima

spoke thus to me: ‘ Let the venerable one proceed;? this dhamma " U -
18 such that an intelligent man, [164] having soon realised super- THE ARIY AN Q =37
aESS ]
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Moreover,! Aggivessana, three similes occurred to me spontane-
ously, never heard before: It is us if2 there were a wet sappy stick
placed in water; then a man might come along bringing an upper
piece of fire-stick,? and thinking: * T will light a fire, T will get heat.’
What do you think about this, Aggivessana ¢ Could that man,
hringing an upper piece of fire-stick, and rubbing that wet sappy
stick that had been placed in water (with it), light a fire, could he
get heat ¢

“No, good Gotama. What is the cause of this ¢ Tt is, good
Gotama, that such a stick is wet and sappy and that [241] it was
placed in water. That man would only get fatigue and distress.”

“1In like manner, Aggivessana, whatever recluses or brahmans
dwell not aloof from pleasures of the senses that are bodily, then [
if that which is for them, among the sense-pleasures, desire for
sense-pleasure, affection for sense-pleasure, infatuation with
sense-pleasure, thirst for sense-pleasure, fever for sense-pleasure
—if that is not properly got rid of subjectively nor properly
allayed, whether these worthy recluses and brahimans experience

1 From here to M. i. 249=M. ii. 212 [f. Cf. Mhvu. ii. 121ff.

2 As at M. iii. 95.

8 wilararani, opposite adhardrani, MA. ii. 91, SA. iil. 241. The former
word occurs at M. ii. 93 (a repetition of the abgw sage), M. ii. 162, iii. 85;
Miln. 53. -
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THE"ARIYAN QUEST—
AR 1Y ArAR [ YEsSang suzmes

So I, monks, being liable to birth because of seif, having known

the peril in what is lia

ble to birth, seeking the unborn, the uttermost

security from the bonds—nibbina—won the unbora, the uttermost
security from the bonda---nibbinu; being liable to ageing because of
self, havisg known the peril in what is liable to ageing, seeking the
unageing, the uttermogt security from the bonds—nibbana—won
the unageing, the uttermost security from the bonds—nibbina;
being liable to decay because of self, having known the peril in
what is liable to decay, secking the undecaying, the uttermost
security from the bonds—nibbana-—wop the undecaying, the utter-
most security from the bonds—nibbana ; being liable to dying

seeking the undyin

i55
nibbana—won the un
bonds--nibbana ; being

g known the peril in what is liable to dying,
the uttermost security from the bonds—
dying,
liable to sorrow becauge of self, having known

the uttermost security from the

the peril in what js liable to sorrow, seeking the unsorrowing, the

uttermost security from

the bonds—nibLina—won the unsorrowing,

the uttermost security from the bonds—nibbina ; being liable to

stain because of self, having known the peril in what is liable to
stain, seeking the stainless, the uttermost, security from the bonds—

nibbana—won the sta

nibbana,

inless, the uttermost security from the bondg—

Knowledge and vision arose in me: unshakable g free-

dom for me, this jg the last birth, thete is not now ngain-bccenn’ng.
1t occurred to e, monks: ‘Thig dhamma,l won to by me is deep,
difficult to see, difficuit to understand, tranguil, excellent, beyond

dialectic, subtle, intel]
delighting in sensua)
Tejoicing in sensua! pl

igible to the learned. But this is a creation
pleasure, delighted by seusual
easure,

pleasure,
So that for a creatiop delighting

in sensial Pleasure, delighted by sensual pleasure, rejoicing in
sensual pleasure, this were g biatter difficult to see, thap 1s to say

causal uprising by way of condition,

difficult to see,

This too were a matter

activities, the renunciation of all attachment, tha destruction of

—

————

! As at Vin. i 4ff. See B.D. iv. 6 ff. for notes, ote.
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September 30, 1995

Dharma Vijaya Vihara
Ven. Piyananda

Dear Piyananda,
On behalf of Dharma Vijaya Vihara, accept this Dana.
Thirteen 90-minute lecture tapes and accompanying original book.

The tapes present in English a strategic pattern from the Majjhima
Nikaya. The book is my original presentation of the sutras, to
accompany the lecture tapes.

Please advise those who make use of this Dana that the tape set
forms the Dana, not the lectures per se. Further sets are copyright
and available through the Bodhi Tree Bookstore as of Jan 6, 1996.
The set is $130, the book, $20; individual tapes, $10.

For the twenty years we have known each other I believe these
tapes will be the first time my work will be heard by any of the
monks in Los Angeles. There exist some 100 of the 90-minute tapes
on Buddhism in my store house of 2,400 taped lectures.

Please extend Dharma regards to all. May their diligence continue.

Roger Weir
Bodhisattva
Los Angeles



